[Evaluation of infection control activities in health care facilities in Akita Prefecture].
Infection control is essential for health care facilities. Aiming at improving the activity for infection control, increasing number of health care facilities has settled infection control team (ICT) in this decade. However, the quality of infection control activity has not been evaluated. The quality of infection control was investigated in 49 hospitals and 55 welfare institutions for the aged in Akita prefecture using a questionnaire. All the hospitals with more than 400 beds or more had ICT; however, less than 50% of the hospitals with 399 beds or less had ICT. The coverage of full-time specialist for infection control remained at a low level. Collection and analysis of information such as the prevalence of multi-drug resistant microorganisms and the consumption of antibiotics remained at a low level. More than 88% of the facilities hoped for a regional infection control network system to improve infection control activities. Reciprocal help in case of outbreak, education, lectures, sharing rules on infection control, making guidelines and teaching materials for infection control, analysis of infection control-related epidemiological data and getting suggestions and recommendations from authorized infection control specialists were included in the strongly required functions of the network.